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Agenda
• What is RSpec

• How to get up and running with RSpec

• RSpec generators

• Quick detour to cover fixtures - high level

• Describe, it

• Model Spec - Mocks and Stubs

• Controller Specs

• Before()

• Output Formats



What the hell is RSpec?

• RSpec is a domain specific language written 
in Ruby and used to specify expected 
behavior of your app. 



Getting RSpec running

• Get RSpec the plugin

• Get RSpec on Rails plugin

• Don’t bother with the gem. 

• Then run script/generate rspec - This is the 
drop in replacement part.

• Then delete the test folder if you want. You 
don’t really need it anymore.



script/generate rspec



RSpec Model 
Generator

• You can use rspec_model generator instead 
of the default model generator.  



migration 



spec generated



RSpec Controller 
Generator



Yep even scaffold works



Fixtures

• Have .yml extentions

• Are created when you use Rails Scaffolding 
as well as when you use RSpec Scaffolding.

• Are two dimensional serialized hashes





Some maybe cool stuff 
about Fixtures

• You can have fixtures in csv format as well.

• You can include dynamic content in 
fixtures.





• If you wanted to add something like 
auto_increment from the previous example 
to all your fixtures then you can create a 
fixture_helpers.rb file to the lib dir of your 
project directory. Then make sure to do a 
require ‘fixture_helpers’ at the top of your 
spec_helper.rb file or test_helper.rb file.



Fixtures Couple of 
Thoughts 

• Once your apps get big 

• Fixtures are Slow

• Fixtures are Messy

• Fixtures can be hard to maintain



Back to RSpec



Describe
• The describe method creates an instance of 

Behavior. 

• In other words “describe CreditCard” 
should read in your mind as “Describe 
the Behavior of the CreditCard Class”



it should
• The it method creates an Example. 

“Describe the behavior of CreditCard 
class.” with the examples

• It should raise an error if the credit card 
is not valid

• It should authorize and capture 
authorization amount if successful

• It should raise an error if the 
authorization fails





mocks and stubs

• RSpec has its own mocking framework 

• You can also use Mocha and flexmock

• Just add “config.mock_with :mocha” in 
your spec_helper.rb file. 





Example of a 
Controller Spec



Controller Specs
• Run by default in isolation mode

• view templates are not involved

• benefit is that you can spec the 
controller without having to worry about 
your view.

• Can run in integration mode as well

• Like traditional Rails functional tests you 
would exercise your views at the same 
time

• use the integrate_views macro in your 





Before() the setup of 
Rspec World



Rake Tasks



Running Specs

• Rake Tasks - Next slide

• TextMate Integration

• Bundle for running specs from inside 
textmate

• Individual spec runs

• spec <PATH TO SPEC TO RUN>



RSpec Output Formats

• progress - ........ you get the idea.

• specdoc format - use the --format option

• Rdoc-style format - Cool too 

• Color coded html output - Pretty Sweet 
unless you are color blind in which case 
you could care less.



Progress Format



Spec Doc Format



RDoc format



Color coded TextMate



Pending 

• Lets you define the examples without 
implementing them.

• Lets you let business people get involved

• You can give yourself to-do’s



Prreeetttyy



For Good Measure Lets 
see some Red



Resources

• David Chemlisky’s - blog.davidchelimsky.net

• The Rails Way by Obie Fernandez

• PeepCode ScreenCasts

• RSpec documentation - rspec.rubyforge.org

• Lots and lots of other blogs



Contact Info

• Desi McAdam - desi.mcadam@gmail.com

• Blog - www.devchix.com
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