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Reporting Sucks



Ruby Reports
makes reporting 

suck less.



No massive API to master



name mailing_list_posts date user_id

Gregory Brown 3 2007.09.12 990

Gregory Brown 2 2007.09.13 990

Brad Ediger 1 2007.09.12 1001

Mike Milner 7 2007.09.13 999

Mike Milner 2 2007.09.14 990

Sam Jackson 4 2007.09.17 102







Obsessively Extensible





Gregory Brown had:
- 3 Mailing List Posts on 2007.09.12.
- 2 Mailing List Posts on 2007.09.13.

Mike Milner had:
- 7 Mailing List Posts on 2007.09.13.
- 2 Mailing List Posts on 2007.09.14.

Sam Jackson had:
- 4 Mailing List Posts on 2007.09.17. 



g.to_pdf(:file => “grouped.pdf”)

becomes

g.to_english(:file => “grouped.txt”)



Plays Well With Others





Ruport isn’t a framework, 
it’s a foundation



Ruport and Rails



acts_as_reportable

Ruport + ActiveRecord for data collection





invoice_number invoice_date line_items.amount

55411 2007-09-24 5000.26

55412 2007-09-24 800.34

55412 2007-09-24 736.22

55413 2007-09-25 2334.67

55414 2007-09-25 34355.66

55415 2007-09-25 2323.88



ActiveRecord Options



Filters and Transformations



Ruport/Rails Plugin

Still Experimental
(but I’m using it in a production app)







callin.report



Limitations

Suggestions are Welcome

• Simple Reports

• Only PDF



New in 1.2



Data Feeders



TRANSFORM







name num

Greg 1

Jim 3









Templates and 
Formatting



Create a Template



Or Derive One



Define apply_template



Use it when Rendering



Built-in Formatters





Without Templates



With 
Templates





ruport-util
(a work in progress)



• Code generation via rope

• PDF form helpers

• Simple SVG and XML/SWF graphs

• Basic ODS output

• csv2ods util

• Invoice generation

• PDF Form drawing primitives







It’s a mess.



• Lots of tools still need work

• Officially supported but not part of core

• Haven’t quite decided on scope yet

• No promise of API stability (for now)



Challenges 
on the horizon



PDF::Writer 
is a dead project



Abstract PDF adapters



• basic geometry tools (line / box drawing)

• table drawing with substantial formatting 
flexibility

• absolute text positioning

• automatic flow control

• control of page sizes, layouts, margins, etc.





We don’t want to read the PDF spec



Performance &
Code Quality







• Write more benchmarks for Ruport

• Improve the quality of existing benchmarks

• Refactor ugly code that is creeping in

• Tighten up the API where needed



The Biggest Challenge



Ruport Book
2007.12.15

(we hope)



rubyreports.org

ruportbook.com

G
R
E
G
O
R
Y

B
R
O
W
N

M
I
C
H
A
E
L

M
I
L
N
E
R

Questions?


