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Hacking the 
Social Graph

lots of ideas, 
many starting points, 
quite a few opinions,
not much code.

This talk has:   

- Brian McCallister



Collaboration
Content
Community

User Generated Content

Web Mediated
Communication

Community and Connections First



Collaboration
Content
Community

User Generated Content

Web Mediated
Communication

Community and Connections First



Friends & Relationships

Application Platforms

Activity Streams

Glue
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<link rel="me" 
href="http://twitter.com/brianm" />

<link rel="me" 
href="http://www.linkedin.com/in/brianmccallister"/>

-----
<ul>
  <li>

<a href="http://vafer.org/blog/" rel="friend">
Torsten

</a>
</li>

  <li>
<a href="http://crazybob.org/" rel="acquaintance">
Bob

</a>
</li>

</ul>
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There is a lot of data.



There is a lot of data.
It changes, rapidly.



http://flickr.com/photos/digitalslurp/208730605/
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Use their data.



http://api.ning.com/rest/1.0/profile:brianm/contact

http://code.google.com/apis/contacts/

http://www.plaxo.com/api

http://socialgraph.apis.google.com/lookup?q=skife.org&edo=true
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FBML Processor

Facebook API

Facebook

App Provider

App Provider

App Provider

Browser Compositer



 <fb:if-can-see uid="12345" what="profile">
     You're allowed to see 12345's profile, chum!
     <fb:else>
         No profile for you!
     </fb:else>
 </fb:if-can-see>

try {
  if (!$facebook->api_client->users_isAppAdded()) {
    $facebook->redirect($facebook->get_add_url());
  }
} catch (Exception $ex) {
  $facebook->set_user(null, null);
  $facebook->redirect($appcallbackurl);
}
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Opensocial API

OpenSocial 
Container

Browser

OpenSocial 
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Container Provider

App Provider

App Provider

App Provider
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<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>
<Module>
  <ModulePrefs title="Gifts part 1 - Friends">
    <Require feature="opensocial-0.7"/>
  </ModulePrefs>
  <Content type="html">
    <![CDATA[
      <script>
        function loadFriends() {
          var req = opensocial.newDataRequest();
          req.add(req.newFetchPersonRequest('VIEWER'), 'viewer');
          req.add(req.newFetchPeopleRequest('VIEWER_FRIENDS'),

                          'viewerFriends');
          req.send(onLoadFriends);
        }
      ...   

 </script>
 <div id='main'>

        Your friends:
        <div id='friends'></div>
      </div>
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Atom/RSS
XMPP/SMS

Internal Activity
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Federated Identity



Relying Party
OpenID 
Provider

User
1) Initiate 
     Authentication

3) Authentication 
    Success/Fail

2) Authentication
    Request
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API Authentication/Authorization

OAuth



Consumer
Service 

Provider

User

1) Obtain Request Token

3) Obtain Access Token

2) Authorize Request Token

4) Access Protected Resource

OAuth







Hacking the 
Social Graph

Emerging Technologies for the Enterprise ’08

Brian McCallister
brianm@ning.com 

http://www.ning.com/

mailto:brianm@ning.com
mailto:brianm@ning.com


http://www.flickr.com/photos/geekandpoke/2128961501/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/geekandpoke/2128961501/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/geekandpoke/2128961501/

